
It is fine that the MUMBAI RESISTANCE 2004
is confronting the so-called World Social Forum and

exposing its reformist and counterrevolutionary

character, its undemocratic practices and processes

and its dependence on funding from imperialist

states and big business. The WSF seeks to derail and

coopt the growing militancy of the people against

imperialist globalization and war and redirect this

towards reformism in order to perpetuate the world

capitalist system. 

It includes political bosses of the imperialist and
puppet states but excludes representatives of
national liberation movements. In accordance with
its pro-imperialist ideological and political bias so
evident in its charter of principles, it maligns armed
revolutionary movements as “totalitarian”, “reduc-
tionist”, “violence to the people”, “inhuman” and
“uncivil”. It harps on “civil society” as to mean good
citizenship and docile nongovernmental organiza-
tions under the bourgeois state system whose vio-
lence is directed against the working people. It
paints “civil society” as an equal party in a raunchy
menage a trois with the bourgeois state and big
business.

"NGOs are 
agents of 

imperialism, 
confusing, 
corrupting 

and misleading 
the masses."
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-The committee of Brazilian organisations that conceived of and organised the first World Social Forum, held
in Porto Alegre from January 25th to 30th, 2001, after evaluating the results of that Forum and the expecta-
tions it raised, consider it necessary and legitimate to draw up a Charter of Principles to guide the continued
pursuit of that initiative. While the principles contained in this Charter - to be respected by all those, who wish
to take part in the process and to organise new editions of the World Social Forum - are a consolidation of the
decisions that presided over the holding of the Porto Alegre Forum and ensured its success, they extend the
reach of those decisions and define orientations that flow from their logic. The World Social Forum is an open
meeting place for reflective thinking, democratic debate of ideas, formulation of proposals, free exchange of
experiences and interlinking for effective action, by groups and movements of civil society that are opposed
to neo-liberalism and to domination of the world by capital and any form of imperialism, and are committed to
building a planetary society directed towards fruitful relationships among Mankind and between it and the
Earth.The World Social Forum at Porto Alegre was an event localised in time and place. From now on, in the
certainty proclaimed at Porto Alegre that "Another World Is Possible", it becomes a permanent process of
seeking and building alternatives, which cannot be reduced to the events supporting it.The World Social
Forum is a world process. All the meetings that are held as part of this process have an international dimen-
sion.The alternatives proposed at the World Social Forum stand in opposition to a process of globalisation
commanded by the large multinational corporations and by the governments and international institutions at
the service of those corporations' interests, with the complicity of national governments. They are designed
to ensure that globalisation in solidarity will prevail as a new stage in world history. This will respect univer-
sal human rights, and those of all citizens - men and women - of all nations and the environment and will rest
on democratic international systems and institutions at the service of social justice, equality and the sover-
eignty of peoples.The World Social Forum brings together and interlinks only organisations and movements of
civil society from all the countries in the world, but intends neither to be a body representing world civil soci-
ety.The meetings of the World Social Forum do not deliberate on behalf of the World Social Forum as a body.
No one, therefore, will be authorized, on behalf of any of the editions of the Forum, to express positions claim-
ing to be those of all its participants. The participants in the Forum shall not be called on to take decisions as
a body, whether by vote or acclamation, on declarations or proposals for action that would commit all, or the
majority, of them and that propose to be taken as establishing positions of the Forum as a body. It thus does
not constitute a locus of power to be disputed by the participants in its meetings, nor does it intend to con-
stitute the only option for interrelation and action by the organisations and movements that participate in it.
Nonetheless, organisations or groups of organisations that participate in the Forum's meetings must be
assured the right, during such meetings, to deliberate on declarations or actions they may decide on, whether
singly or in coordination with other participants. The World Social Forum undertakes to circulate such deci-
sions widely by the means at its disposal, without directing, hierarchizing, censuring or restricting them, but
as deliberations of the organisations or groups of organisations that made the decisions. The World Social
Forum is a plural, diversified, non-confessional, non-governmental and non-party context that, in a decen-
tralized fashion, interrelates organisations and movements engaged in concrete action at levels from the local 

Excuse me,
may I know

who's in
charge here?

World Social Forum: 
AN OPEN SPACE!
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Is totalitarianism 
the only means 
of eliminating 
capitalism?

On the one hand, 
a persistent presence 
of an old style of leftist 

politics, a bit repititive and
hollow in it's discourse. 

On the other, a rich diverse
anarchic force impossible to

condense in terms of 
common themes

Neoliberalism 
(alternative word - Bush) 

is old wine in a new bottle. 
It is a dangerous form of 
capatilism that must be 

eliminated at all costs. Or
could it be something 

good? We are as 
confused as you are.

A permanent process 
of seeking and building 

alternatives...plural, 
diversified, non-confes-

sional, non-governmental
and non-party context.

A genuine 
socialist order can 

be achieved through
struggle, not endless

and often not so
meaningful 
debates.

Some sort of 
Comintern which 

would centralise and try
to speak for the entire

movement would 
be a disaster


