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Biological cycle: In a sustainable life cycle,
the remains in the production of a cotton
shirt return to nature and enter the biolog-
ical cycle, where they decompose natu-
rally and can be retrieved for future
needs.

Technical cycle: The raw material- cotton
threads go through a synthetic process,
where they are treated with chemicals
and dyes.
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How the product is released into 

the environment

Scissors,
needles,machines  and
lots of coloured thread
are used to make it.  
cotton shirt.
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3Dyes and chemicals colour
your thread.

TECHNICAL CYCLE

BIOLOGICAL 
CYCLE8

Cotton shirts...they come in checks, polka dots, stripes and in every shade the
rainbow has to offer. And more. But all these colours entwined in the threads
of the shirt carry dyes. Some threads are even made of polyester!And syn-

thetic dyes. Dyes that hold onto toxins. From the time they are made till the time
they enter the land and soil, when you discard your old cotton shirt. What path do
these synthetic dyes take in their lifetime?  Here is the life cycle of dyes…

m a k i n g  d y e s
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Made in Cotton

Life cycle in the making of a cotton shirt-how and when dyes make their entry
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Some thin fabric is left
over. It goes back to the 
environment.


